
"Since I started working with treehouse they've 
helped me see where I'm at and treated me as 

someone who's capable. They've helped me to set 
goals for myself and completely turn my academic 

life around, I am now going to college soon and 
never would've thought I'd be doing that." 

[§) TREEHOUSE 
THE WELL NETWORK 

  The Well TreeHouse Network began its 

partnership with Scott County in March 

2022 to launch a truancy prevention and 

diversion program for teens experiencing 

challenges with school attendance. 

  The goal was to offer a supportive 

alternative to involvement with the local 

child welfare system or court process. This 

important initiative was made possible 

through funding from a Scott County grant. 

  Now, three years later, the program has 

seen tremendous success - reducing the 

number of truancy cases filed with Scott 

County by more than 90%. 

• 
P.A. T .H. PREVENTION 

PROMOTING ATTENDANCE THROUGH HOPE 

For additional information, please contact: 

Deb Bodensteiner, 

TreeHouse Executive Director 

Cal/llext: 952.412.4430 

Email: deb@scottcountytreehouse.org 

Website: TreeHousePath.com 

.A.T.H. 

PREVENTION 
PROMOTING ATTENDANCE THROUGH HOPE 

PATH Truancy Prevention is a program 
developed by the Well TreeHouse Network 

in an effort to support and empower 
students and their families on the path 

to school success. 

PATH Prevention services focus on 
identifying the student's and family's 

strengths, needs, and risk factors, while 
creating a personalized plan to support 

improved school attendance. 

Through a caring and consistent approach, 
the PA TH team offers weekly one-on-one 

attendance coaching, helps create 
personalized school support plans, and 

connects students with a weekly 
TreeHouse peer support group. 

Families also have access to additional 
resources, including parent support 

groups, coaching, and family 
therapy as needed. 



EXCUSED ABSENCES FOR MISSING 

SCHOOL: 

A parent or guardian may seek an 

excused absence from school for his/her 

child. A school has the right to accept or 

deny an application for an excused 

absence. 

VALID EXCUSES FOR MISSING SCHOOL: 

• Sickness - you may be required to 

provide documentation from your 

doctor.

• Medical treatment, including mental 

health, long term healthcare

• Religious holidays

INVALID REASONS FOR MISSING SCHOOL: 

• Staying home to babysit

• Work

• Being tired

• Travel/vacation

• Needed at home

• Cold weather

• Missed bus

• Needing a language interpreter

TRUANCY LAW: 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED. 

A child between the ages of 7 and 17 must 

attend school. At the age of 17, a youth cannot 

drop out of school without their parents' 

permission. Written forms must be completed 

at a school meeting. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Find a caring adult who can help you ... share
with them your struggles with school Talk to
someone.

• It is your responsibility to get to school daily
and be on time.

• Complete your homework daily

• Know & follow school policies and rules

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Talk and listen to your student - address the
reasons for missing school

• Share with your student just how important
school is to their future.

• Help with homework questions or find someone
to assist if needed.

• Have a set bedtime and morning routine.
Possibly, get your student an alarm clock.

• Communicate with the school and their
attendance policy. Don't cover for your
student's unexcused absences.

• Get your student services if problems interfere
with school attendance.

SCHOOL RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Provide a program or schedule that meets the
student's educational needs.

• Address problems identified as barriers to the
student's ability to attend and learn.

• Maintain accurate attendance records and
document communication with
parents/guardians and student about
attendance.

When a student between the ages of 12 and 

18 accumulates three or more unexcused 

absences from school or individual class 

periods, the school will send a letter to 

parents notifying them of the attendance 

concern. As part of Scott County's required 

truancy process, schools are expected to 

take a preventive approach before making a 

formal truancy referral. This includes 

working closely with the student and family 

to understand and address barriers to 

attendance. 

One of the key supports offered during this 

stage is PATH Prevention- Promoting 

Attendance Through Hope.  PA TH is a 

collaboration between TreeHouse, the Scott 

County Attorney's Office, and Scott County 

Truancy Diversion Services. The program 

encourages early intervention and provides 

students and families with coaching, 

resources, and community support. 

If a student reaches seven or more 

unexcused absences without participating in 

the PATH Prevention services, the school 

may then choose to refer the case to the 

Scott County Truancy Diversion Team 

through the County Attorney's Office for 

further action. 

www.TreeHousePath.com




